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" Then why was such an attempt never made ? "
" Because the besetting weakness of our people operated
against it," he said. " Those who might have given the
lead which would have welded the states into a third party
could never agree among themselves. Petty jealousies and
pride kept them apart. Now we're paying the price of our
folly."
Such frankness is exceptional in India to-day. In public,
the exchanges between princes and the Congress Party
leaders sound like a verbatim report of the meeting of a
mutual admiration society. On the whole, the local
newspapers swell the paean of praise and joy.
Here and there, however, a note of caution creeps in. At
the time of the conclusion of agreement on the merging of
the states of Bikaner, Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Jaisalmer with
the Union of Rajasthan, the Times of India drew attention
in a leading article to possible troubles ahead.
It opened in the normal fashion. " Step by step, swift
in any historical perspective," the writer proclaimed, " the
consolidation of the Indian State proceeds in steady
progression. There is something majestic about the
movement, not least because it is a peaceful revolution and,
under the guidance of Sardar Patel, marches deliberately
in distinct stages yet with Napoleonic speed to the goal of
uncompromised political unity." Then came the warning.
" Admiration for the processs is tempered only by the fear
lest this very achievement in its culmination may be wrecked
on new regional loyalties carried to extremes that must be
fatal to national integrity."
The issue of new regional loyalties is not the only, or the
most pressing problem created by the absorption of the
states. Some of the Rajahs may have financial headaches
when they find themselves on remittance money; but
they will have the consolation of knowing that the financial
men who have taken over from them will have far bigger
headaches.
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